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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report proposes the introduction of new fees in respect of Primate licensing 

applications. 

 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 In 2024, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), through 

Regulations made under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, introduced the Animal Welfare 

(Primate Licences) (England) Regulations 2024. The Licensing Authority for the 

purposes of these Regulations is the local authority in whose area the premises at 

which a primate is kept or is to be kept are situated. 

 

3. MAIN POINTS 

3.1 The Regulations introduce a licensing scheme, setting strict rules to ensure that only 

private keepers, who can provide zoo-level welfare standards, will be able to keep 

primates. 

3.2 Primates include: 

 Marmosets 

 Tamarins 

 Squirrel Monkeys 

 Spider Monkeys 

 Capuchin Monkeys 

 Lemurs 

 Lorisids (also known as bush babies) 

 

3.3 The Regulations came into force on 6 April 2025, at which time existing private primate 

keepers and people proposing to keep primates will be required to hold a licence. 

3.4 From 6 April 2026 it will become an offence to keep a primate in England without a 

licence. The only exemptions to the requirement to hold a licence will be where the 

primates concerned are being kept in a licensed zoo or a place specified in a licence 

under section 2C of the Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986.  

3.5 The Regulations set out the application process and the conditions that must be placed 

on the licence if granted. Further conditions may be stipulated in the Statutory 

Guidance. 

3.6 An inspection must be carried out prior to an application being determined, and a 

further inspection is required on at least one occasion during the duration of the 

licence. These inspections must be conducted by a” suitable person” which is defined 

by the regulations as being: 



 
 
 
 

a) A veterinarian (VET); or 

b) Any other person who, in view of the local authority, is suitably qualified and 

competent to carry out the inspection. 

3.7 A licence must be granted for a period of three years or where the applicant has 

requested a licence for a period of less than three years, for such shorter period that 

the applicant has requested. 

3.8 There are also provisions in the regulations for the holder of a primate licence to 

request to vary or surrender the licence as well as provisions for the licensing authority 

to revoke or vary the primate licence. 

3.9 An application fee may be charged, and a fee can be charged in respect of any 

inspections. The proposed fees in the table estimate the cost recovery of undertaking 

this licensing function and is in line with fees already in place for Horse Riding 

establishments, which is similar in the application/administration process. These fees 

will be reviewed annually when all discretionary licensing fees are reviewed.  

 

Application for the grant of a licence £530 

Application for renewal of a licence £364 

Application for variation of a licence £30 

Inspection Fees (VET) 
Any VET fees that are incurred will be 

recharged to the applicant 

 

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Local authorities can charge a fee in respect of any application relating to a primate 

licence and can also charge a fee in respect of any inspection which it must or may 

arrange under the regulations. Licence fees should be calculated on cost recovery and 

will be reviewed annually to ensure they are set at the right level. 

 

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The Animal Welfare (Primate Licences) (England) Regulations 2024 have been made 

under section 13 of the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and place powers and responsibilities 

on the Council in respect of the licensing of those that keep primates in their area. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

6. RISK ASSESSMENT 

6.1 The 2024 Regulations allow licensing authorities to set a fee to undertake this licensing 

function. Fees can be challenged by an applicant or licence holder, meaning the impact 

of a successful legal challenge is possible. The proposed fees estimate the cost 

recovery of undertaking this licensing function. 

 

7. EQUALITIES IMPACT  

7.1 These are statutory functions and are applied nationally. 

 

8. CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCIES IMPLICATIONS  

8.1 None. 

 

9. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

9.1 The committee could decide to recommend that no fee is implemented. 

 

10. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

10.1 None  

(END) 


